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Baleen whales tend to be much larger than Toothed Whales. You will notice that the Baleen Whales have two blow holes while the Toothed Whales only have one. They also can’t swim as rapidly in the water as the Toothed Whales can. Most of the Baleens have no dorsal fins, and those that do have very small ones. All Toothed Whales have at least one dorsal fin.
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The Blue Whale is the largest of all the whales in the world. In fact, it is the largest animal in the world. Yet it is also very slender due to the length of the body. It allows all of that weight to be evenly distributed. As a result, the Blue Whale can move very fast in the water.

To help a Blue Whale move around with ease, they have very long flippers. They average from 10 to 13 inches in length when one is fully mature. They are able to move at a rate of about 30 miles per hour through the water when they want to. A normal pace for them though is more along the lines of 12 miles per hour.
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The Gray Whale is one that people seem to be able to identify when they are looking into the ocean. They have some characteristics that make them quite familiar in various ways. They can grow to be more than 50 feet long and to weigh more than 36 tons. You will notice whiskers by their mouths. They are in place to help them to sense what is going on around them.
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The bowhead received its name from the high, arched upper jaw that resembles the shape of an archer’s bow.They live exclusively at the southern edges of the arctic ice during winters andmove into leads through broken and melting ice during summers.The bowhead has a massive body protected from the icy waters by a layer of blubber up to 2 feet (625 cm) thick.  Its head is immense, making up nearly one-third of total body length, with a mouth up to 16 feet (4.9 meters) long. If viewed in cross section the shape of the head is triangular, with a high hard bridge termed a ‘stack’.  This is used to smash through ice up to 2 feet (615 cm) thick to breath.
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The fin whale is the second largest animal in the world, and that is no small accomplishment. You have likely heard them called the razorback which his a common nickname. This is due to the grooves and plates that design their bodies. They are more than 70 feet in length and believed to weigh about 150,000 pounds. There has never been a successful weigh in of these mammals so that is just an estimate.

You will notice that the Fin Whale features a dorsal fin and flippers. It also has a wide tail with a notch at the center of it. The Fin Whale is very symmetrical which is a characteristic that you won’t often find among whales.
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The Humpback Whale is one of the most recognized of them all due to the hump over the dorsal fin. They also feature two blowholes with an average size of 52 feet long. There is quite a difference in their sizes depending on location when it comes to weight. Those that live in cooler regions can be up to 50 tons whiles those in the tropical areas are about 30 tons.

They have a very long tail that can be up to 12 feet in width. They also have huge flippers that are often referred to as wings do to the position of them as they leap out of the water. An interesting fact is that the heart weights close to 350 pounds. It has four chambers to it.
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The smallest of the baleen category is the Minke Whale. They aren’t likely to be more than 30 feet long or to weigh more than 7 tons. They feature two blowholes and they are black and white in color. Other characteristics include two flippers that are very long, a dorsal fin that is small, and ridges around the back close to the tail.
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Toothed Whales are also known to be more aggressive towards each other, especially the males during mating season. They use theirstrong teeth to battle for the right to mate with the females. Toothed Whales can also attack humans and boats which makes them ore dangerous. Researchers think they attack in such ways as a form of protection or out of curiosity though and not out of aggression.

[image: image13.jpg]



The Sperm Whale is the largest of all toothed whales, and many people immediately think of the story of Moby Dick when they see one. It is well known for the grayish color that it features. The unique body design also offers a very large head with rows of sharp teeth. Full grown, one is about 60 feet in length and will weigh close to 20 tons. They only have one blowhole and a brain that weighs close to 20 pounds. This is the largest brain of any animal on Earth.

The flippers of the Sperm Whale are extremely large with an average of 5 feet. They get their name from the fact that they produce Spermaceti Oil. This is produced in their heads.
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The orca or killer whale is a toothed whale that is an efficient predator, even attacking huge young blue whales. Their only enemy is human beings. Orcas live in small, close-knit, life-long pods and have 1 blowhole. The killer whale belongs to the family of dolphins and is the biggest dolphin. It is sometimes called the "wolf of the sea" because its behavior is similar to that of wolves. he Orca's skin is mostly black with distinctive white patches. Orcas have stocky bodies and a rounded head with a distinctive beak. They have a tall, falcate (sickle-shaped) dorsal fin and large, paddle-like flippers. The dorsal fin of the male is taller (up to 6 ft tall) and more upright than that of the female (whose dorsal fin is up to 4 ft tall). 
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One type of toothed whale is the Narwhal Whale. It fits in about the mid range when it comes to sizes of whales. One of there distinct characteristics for the males is a tusk that is very long and straight along the jaw. Many people wonder what it is for, and assume it is for fighting. Yet whales have no enemies but man so that isn’t the case. Researchers believe it has to do with a type of sexual attraction for females.

Mature males are up to 3,500 pounds with females much smaller at 2,200 pounds. They are black and white when they are young but by the time they are mature they will be completely white in color.

[image: image17.jpg]



Pilot Whales are dark black in color most of the time. Some of them are a dark gray. There are two species of the Pilot whale, but it is often very hard to tell them apart. They generally both get lumped into this basic category. One has a short fin while the other features one that is long. These whales are very large, and only the killer whale is bigger than they are.

Males are the largest with a length of up to 20 feet and they can weigh as much as three tons. The females only weigh about half of that and they can be up to 16 feet in length.
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There is no denying the sheer size of the Right Whale. They can weigh up to 100 tons as well as be up to 60 feet long. One way to correctly identify them is through the calluses on their heads. They also have a blowhole that is V shaped so it is unique compared to other types of whales. They are either dark gray in color or black. They are about 60 feet in length and can weigh as much as 80 tons.
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Coming in at about 15 feet in length, the Beluga Whale is one that is often mistaken. If you don’t know what you are looking for you may think it is a manatee. However that confusion could only happen in an aquarium as they both live in very different habitats.

The Beluga Whale offers a whitish color and you will notice it has a type of formation to the head that is sticking out somewhat.

The Beluga Whale is a toothed whale so you will notice it has quite a bit of flexibility for movement around the head. The males can weigh up to 3,500 pounds with the females smaller at around 2,600.

Many people also believe that the Beluga Whale has a dorsal fin. However, it is categorized as a ridge instead of a fin. Experts believe this is a type of physical characteristic that has evolved over time to help keep them warm. They also have short flippers and a long tail. The older this particular type of whale is, the longer the tail will become.
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Where do the main whales live?
Whales occupy every one of the five oceans of the world and most seas as well. The best description of where they live is to look at the migration routes and make note of regions that they don’t venture into.

The Blue Whale

The blue whale is driven to migration by its mating and birthing cycle. The blue whales move to tropical or temperate climates to mate and birth their young. Following the birth, the whales move back to high latitude arctic waters. During the four month migration, they eat virtually nothing.
The Humpback Whale

The Humpback whales are perhaps the best known whales along the western coast of the U.S. They follow the rule of moving to deeper cold water for feeding and to breed and give birth they move into the warmer more temperate waters.
Grey Whales

Grey whales have a more defined migration route, stopping in the same places for the birthing of their young each time. The birthing grounds of the grey whales are in the Pacific waters off the Baja California peninsula. Since grey whales primarily reside in the northern hemisphere of the Pacific Ocean, their winter feeding grounds are in the Arctic Ocean and off the north coast of Alaska.

There are two populations of grey whales. One migrates down the west coast of the U.S. and the other migrates between the calving grounds off the Korean peninsula and the arctic waters of the North Okhotsk Sea.

Killer Whales

The Pacific Northwest is the home to many pods of killer whales. The Orca whales seem to have no set migration routes and are strictly governed by following their food sources. They can be found in all hemispheres but seem to not stray far from the coastal waters.
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Why are they Mammals ?

1. They are endothermic: Their body-core temperature stays the same, it does not change with the temperature of their environment.

2. They breathe air with lungs. Unlike fish, whales do not remove oxygen from the water but breathe air directly. This means a whale must come to the surface of the water at regular intervals to breathe. Whale nostrils, called “blowholes,” are located on top of the head. When a whale “surfaces” it exhales the air from its lungs. This is called “blowing.”

3. They give birth to live young. Mothers (called cows) suckle their young (calves), on milk secreted by mammary glands.

4. They have hair. Although they are not covered in hair or fur like many mammals, whales have some bristles, usually on their heads.
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What do they eat?

Baleen whales eat krill, zooplankton and small fish swarming in large schools. Because baleen whales have no teeth, they are believed to uses their enormous tongue to move food trapped inside the baleen, to squeeze water out of the mouth, and to assist the action of swallowing.

Toothed whales have peglike teeth. The number and size of the teeth depend on the species. The teeth are designed for gripping food rather than chewing it. They swallow their food whole or in very large pieces. Most toothed whales eat fish, but some also eat invertebrates, such as  or squid. Orca whales, also called killer whales, are the most effective predators in the ocean, eating fish, seabirds, and marine mammals such as seals or other whales.
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How do whales socialize or do activities? 

Whales have very strong social ties, especially between the mother and calf. A whales social group is called a pod. Baleen whales travel alone or in small pods while toothed whales travel in large, stable pods. Whales often do certain activities to communicate among them or for fun. Breaching Whales jump high out of the water and then come down with a huge splash. Sometimes they twirl while breaching. Whales are very acrobatic. Spyhopping Whales poke their head out of water and turn around. They do this perhaps to have a look-out for danger. Logging The whale lies still on the surface of the water with its tail hanging down. Some parts of the body are exposed at the surface. Lobtailing - Whales stick their tail out of the water, then swing it around and then slap it on the water surface with a loud sound. This is believed to be done to warn other whales of danger.
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