Sample English Exam Grade 9

Text A:  Rashid and his Vision

“One, two, three, … … … forty—five”, Rashid’s friend took his arm to make him turn left down the corridor leading to the exam room.  In the darkness around him, there was one thing shining in his mind. It was the blue and green globe spinning around with the continents and countries getting either bigger or smaller with each turn. The image of the globe was one of the clearest memory he had retained from his early childhood when he used to go with his father to the library. Everything else was darkness. Rashid was visually impaired.

Now, before entering the exam room, Rashid and his sparkling blue globe were so inseparable that he knew his geography exam was going to be the easiest exam he had ever taken. He knew so much about oceans and continents that he could easily tell that Algeria was over four times the size of France, and that the River Nile was as important to Africa as the Mississippi River was to the US. Also, all the exam questions were written in the Braille format so his answers would surely be correct.

Rashid was very happy because it was the last exam of his secondary education and now he would decide what to do in the future. So many questions needed to be answered and so many decisions needed to be made. His mother wanted him to look for a job that suited his General Secondary Education Certificate. His father held the same view but was thinking of a suitable job that would fit his abilities and education level. Rashid was thinking differently.

As he turned right at the end of the corridor, he freed his hand from Majid’s, thinking he was able to find his way out of the school by himself because he had the habit of counting his steps back to the entrance. “Forty—five, forty—four, forty—three,” he engaged himself in a meticulous countdown. He stretched out his arm when he was two steps away from the glass door of the school reception hall. Over the years, he had used this calculated method to find his way across the entire school.

As he stepped out into the cool morning fresh air, the fluttering and rustling of trees filled him with great hope and confidence. He took his mobile phone out to send a voice message to his mother. “Dear mom, I’ve just finished my exams, and I am sure of my success. My vision is now towards the future. I know you want me to find a job now that I have finished school, because you think a student with special needs should choose the shortest way to a career. Yet, I have another vision. I have more potential than you could ever imagine. My focus is on what I have rather than on my weaknesses; on my skills and abilities rather than on my one and only disability. My country needs me in a higher position, with the highest university degree. I don’t think I am a student with special needs. I believe I am a special student with a great need for knowledge. I know that my country needs every bit of my ability.

So, I will give everything to a country that game me everything. I love you mom, as I love the UAE.”
A1.  What image did Rashid remember from his early childhood? [1 mark]

a. The River Nile

b. The size of France

c. A blue and green globe

d. The school classroom
A2.  Who took Rashid to the library when he was young? [1 mark]

a. His father

b. His friend

c. Mr. Braille

d. His mother
A3.  Why were Rashid’s exams written in the Braille format? [1 mark]

a. Because it was an easy exam

b. Because he likes to read Braille

c. Because he was visually impaired

d. Because it was a geography exam
A4.  "Forty-five, forty-four, forty-three…” What was Rashid counting? [1 mark]

a. The exam time

b. The books in the library

c. His steps as he walked back to the entrance

d. The questions that he had to answer in the exam
A5.  What does Rashid want to do now he has finished school? [1 mark]

a. To get a job

b. To get a university degree

c. To spend time with his friend

d. To spend time in the fresh morning air
A6.  Why did Rashid think the geography exam was going to be easy? [1 mark]

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

A7.  What do Rashid's parents think he should do after his secondary school graduation?      [1 mark]

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

A8.  In the beginning of paragraph 5, find an example of onomatopoeia in the text.  [1 mark]

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

A9.  Rashid has a different perspective to his parents about his future. Explain the effect his choice will have on his future. [3 marks]
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Text B:  Poem 

Candles

Five bright, shining candles 

On my cake.

Mother took me in her arms

As soft as warm bread. 

And took my hands in her palms.

“What will I be when I’m a man?”

Mother told me I would do what I love

And do what I can.

When ten candles were lit on my cake 

I thought at last it was my decision to take

We were three around the table 

My father took my hand in a firm shake.

"My son, you are my sun 

I want you first to have fun

Play, sing, jump and run

So much learning still to be done

Two rows of ten candles 

Now marching across my cake

And much time has passed

Since the days I ran and played

I’ve considered my strengths

I’ve dreamed my dreams

Decisions have been made

I am finally on my way
B1.  Which two words in the first stanza rhyme? [1 mark]
a. Man, can

b. Palms, love

c. Arms, bread

d. Candles, cake
B2.  What does the writer compare his mother’s arms to? [1 mark]

e. The sun

f. Warm bread

g. Marching candles

h. Bright, shining candles
B3.  Which of the following phrases is an example of personification? [1 mark]
i. I want you first to have fun

j. Mother took me in her arms

k. He took my hand in a firm shake

l. Two rows of ten candles now marching across my cake.
B4.  How does the poet compare the way the mother and father show love for their son?  Explain in your own words with examples. [3 marks]
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Text C:  Visual  (Source:  www.natcom.org )
C1-  What is the message in this visual text? [2 marks]

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

C2- Identify one visual feature used in the text and show how it makes the message clear.          [2 marks]

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................
Intertextual

D1.  Text A and Text B have some common ideas.. Discuss one of these ideas and explain the importance of the idea. Support your response with evidence from the texts as well as from your own understanding. [4 marks]
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English Writing Sample 9

“ What I learn as a child shapes my future ”

Write an exposition that agrees or disagrees with this statement. Give significant reasons and examples to support your opinion.
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