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Directions ( 30 items . Each worth 2 points )

Reading Comprehension
1.Reading : Part A

Read the following passage and answer the questions :
        
The Akashi Kaiyko Bridge in southern Japan is the world’s longest
bridge. The Akashi Kaiyko Bridge spans the Akashi Strait, connecting Awaji Island to Kobe, an important industrial center. The bridge has a span of 5973 feet (1991 meters), making it over 25% longer than its nearest competition: the Humber Bridge in England. Strangely, there may be longer bridges in the world,but the Guinness Book of World Records measures the longest bridges according to their record-breaking spans.

        The Akashi Kaiyko Bridge is a suspension bridge. This means that the
roadway is suspended from pillars by cables.

       The concrete pillars have to be tall enough to support the whole weight of the bridge. The pillars on the Akashi Kaiyko Bridge are 900 feet tall. These pillars had to be built to withstand not only huge waves but also high-speed winds, and possibly even violent earthquakes, which are not uncommon in the area. The bridge has survived one earthquake already: its span was extended by more than 3 feet by the Kobe earthquake of 1995.

      The cables weigh 50,000 tons and have a diameter of almost four feet
each. Each cable contains 290 hexagonal strands; each strand is composed of 127 steel wires. The total length of the wire used is more than 200,000 miles, enough to circle the Earth 7.5 times!

     The first plans to connect Kobe to Naruto via Awaji Island were voiced in 1955, but it took the government thirty years to decide to really build the bridge .The next three years were spent surveying the site and construction commenced in 1988. In designing the bridge, special consideration was given to its effect on the surroundings, great emphasis was placed on a “pleasing balance between light and shade” and also on the choice of the perfect color.

     The construction of the bridge was a very complicated and
technologically draining process, which took ten years to complete. Casting concrete in 300 feet of water, installing special pilot ropes over the strait by helicopter, and finally stretching the gigantic steel cables surely wasn’t an easy job. Ten years after construction commenced in 1988, the bridge was finished and the six-lane highway finally opened to traffic.


1. The above reading  is mainly about

a. The concrete pillars of the bridge .
b. The construction of the bridge .
c. The world's longest bridge .
d. The  first plans to connect Kobe to Naruto.

2. The longest bridge in the world ................ .

a. is located in England
b. has a span of 1991 feet
c. lies in southern Japan
d. is not listed in the Guinness Book of World Records

3. The word " withstand " , paragraph ( 3 ) line ( 3  ) is a / an

a. verb                                                                          b. noun
c. adjective                                                                   d. adverb

4. According to the passage , the pillars ............... .

a. are built of steel
b. have already withstood two earthquakes
c. are supported by steel cables
d. are built to survive high-velocity winds

5. The article states that ................ .

a. each cable is composed of 127 steel wires
b. cables are made of steel
c. the Earth is round
d. the strands are round

6. During construction ..................... .

a. the Earth was circled 7.5 times with 200,000 miles of wire.
b. the steel cables were installed by helicopter.
c. an earthquake took place.
d. concrete was usually cast in 30 feet of water.

7. The word " contains ", line ( 2 ) means
a.  consists  
b.  makes  up
c. includes
d. obtains


8. Which of the following sentences is NOT TRUE about the bridge?

a. The government decided to build the bridge in 1985.
b. Surveying the construction site took three years.
c. The bridge was opened to traffic in 1988.
d. The highway has six lanes.

9. The word " commenced " paragraph ( 5 ) line ( 4 ) means

a. ended                                                        b. began
c. tended                                                      d.  finished

10. To which paragraph does the following sentence BEST belong?
      " The pillars are made to be resistant to the weather changes . "

a. { 1 }                                                                     b. { 3 }
c. { 2 }                                                                     d. { 4 }

11.The word " technologically " , paragraph ( 6 ) line ( 2  ) is a / an

a. adverb                                                                  b. adjective
c. noun                                                                     d. verb

12. The word " placed on " paragraph ( 5 ) line ( 5 ) means

a. used                                                               b. put
c. took                                                               d. left


Complete the following table :

	
The pillars on the Akashi Kaiyko Bridge are built to endure :


	
13...........................................

	
14……………………………….
	
15……………………………..










2. Reading. Part B. 

Read the text below. Then answer the questions.

	1.   About 130 years ago, people started to use telephones in their houses. The first telephones had one part that people held to their ears and another part they talked into. There were no numbers on these telephones. People just talked to anyone who had a telephone. The big problem was that it was expensive to have and use a telephone, so not many people had them.
	2.   As more and more people got telephones, telephone companies started using operators to connect people. With operators, people had to tell the operator the name of the person they wanted to call. Then the operator would connect the caller to the other person. It sometimes took a long time to make a call.
	3.   In 1892, in Indiana in the United States, the first telephone system that did not need an operator was built. This was the first time people just called a certain number to get the person they wanted. This was when telephones started to have numbers on them.
	4.  The new system was easy to use, so more people wanted telephones in their homes. Telephones also became less expensive, so more people bought them. By 1970, nearly every house in the United States had a telephone. In fact, people thought it was strange if a house did not have a telephone. There were also telephones for people to use on the street, in stores, and in office buildings.
	5.   Today, things are changing again. Now, some people do not want telephones in their homes. Why? It is because they have cell phones. Today, some people say that they do not need an “old style” telephone. With a cell phone, people can call anyone from anywhere. As cell phones services become less expensive, people see fewer and fewer reasons to keep a telephone in their homes.
16.This reading text is mainly about

a. Who made the first cell phone
b. Who made the first telephone
c. How telephones changed
d. Companies that made telephones

17. When did people first use telephones in their homes?

a. In the late 1800s
b.  After 1900
c. Between 1800s and 1900s
d. In 1970

18. The first telephone that did not need an operator was built in

a. Indiana
b. New York
c. Europe
d. Florida

19.   The writer says that

a. The first telephones were very heavy and broke easily
b. When there were operators, people gave the operator a person's number
c. By 1970 it was strange for a person not to have a phone
d .By 1970 it was strange for a person not to have a cell phone

20.    According to the reading which of the following is TRUE?

a .it is easier to be an operator today because of computers
b. these days, there are fewer reasons to keep "old style" telephones
c. when telephones were first used they had numbers
d .it is easier to be an operator today because of cell phones

21.   The word ‘operator’ in the text means  

a. inventor
b. creator
c .somebody who connects phone calls
d. coordinator

22.   The word ‘nearly’ in the text is a/an
 
a. noun
b. verb
c. adjective
d. adverb 

23.   When did nearly every house in the US have a telephone?  

a. 1892
b. 1960
c. 1970
d. 1790

24.  Nowadays, people don’t need telephones at homes because  

a. they are expensive
b. they are complicated
c .they are not safe
d. cell phones are widely used

25.   The word ‘strange’ in the text is a/an 

a. noun
b. verb
c. adjective
d. adverb 

26.   How do cell phones make life easier?

a. They clear keyboards.
b. People can phone anyone from anywhere.
c. They are very cheap.
d. They are easy to repair.



27. The word " to connect " , paragraph (  2  )  ,line (  2  ) means
a. to choose                                                        b. to lead
c. to become                                                       d. to be joined
Complete the following table using the information in the text.
An example has been done for you.
	The disadvantages of the first telephones

	E.g. They were in two parts.

	
28……………………………………………………………………..


	
29……………………………………………………………………..


	
30……………………………………………………………………..




II.Writing
Part ( C )Writing Sentences
Directions ( 3 compound / complex and 2 simple sentences , each sentence worth 3 points – total of  15 points )
[image: C:\Users\master\Desktop\tennis.jpg][image: C:\Users\master\Desktop\Ronaldinho.jpg] Write five sentences ( two simple and three compound ) describing the pictures below.






1.   ………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
2.   ………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
3.   ………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….
4.   ………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
5.   ………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..





Writing Part ( B )
B.  Write a paragraph story , describing the following event . ( 25 marks )
Think of a problem you have had in your life and it is so memorable .
    Write an essay explaining :
· What happened ?
· How did you overcome the problem ?
· Why is the event unforgettable ?
· How did you feel ? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The End

Answer Key                 مفتاح إجابات
	Answers
	Questions

	C
	1.  

	C
	2.

	A
	3.

	D
	4.

	B
	5.

	C
	6.

	C
	7.

	C
	8.

	B
	9.

	B
	10.

	A
	11.

	B
	12.

	Huge waves
	13.

	High-speed winds
	14.

	Violent earthquakes
	15.

	C
	16.

	A
	17.

	A
	18.

	B
	19

	B
	20.

	C
	21.

	D
	22.

	C
	23.

	D
	24.

	C
	25.

	B
	26.

	D
	27.

	They were very expensive to have
	28.

	They were very expensive to use
	29.

	People had to connect through an operator
	30.
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