1- Reading Comprehension: Passage 1
Read the following passage, then answer the questions below: 

     For thousands of years, people produced most of the things they need themselves. 
They grew their own crops and hunted for food. However, later people learned that they could have more and also better goods by exchanging things they did not need for things that they needed. Merchants, who were also explorers, began to carry their goods longer and longer distances. 
     The most famous early land merchants were from Babylonia, which is now Iraq. 
They traveled thousands of kilometers on camels and donkeys in groups known as caravans. They had to carry food for the animals and the men, so there was no much space left for goods.     Consequently merchants carried high- value goods like gold and diamonds.

     Trade was very important during the hundreds of years when the Romans ruled a lot of the world. They traded with China and brought back silkworms in order to start silk production in Europe.
     In the past, trade was local and people in different countries ate different foods and wore different clothes. This was mainly because it was more difficult to move goods from place to place than it is today. Today, trains, trucks, ships and planes make it easy to transport large quantities of goods quickly and cheaply.
A- Complete the following table: 

	Today, goods are transported by
	In the past, goods were transported by

	
	1-
	
	1-

	
	2-
	
	2-


B- Mark with ( ( ) or ( X ):
1- Trade began when people started to exchange goods without money.  

(
)
2- The most famous early merchants were from Iraq.        




(
)
3- Trade was not very important when the Romans ruled a lot of the world. 

(
)
C- Choose the correct answer to complete the following :

1- In the past people grew their own ------ and hunted for food themselves.

a- animals               
b- trade                

c- crops

d-merchants 

2- Merchants traded with China and brought back ------ to start silk production in Europe.
a- silver              
b- gold                  

c- diamonds


d- silkworms
3- Modern systems of transport have made world trade ------ and cheap.

a- hard                 

b- long                   

c- easy

d- difficult
Passage II
Read the following passage , then answer the questions below :
     My day begins when my mother wakes me just before dawn to say my prayers. Then I make myself a cup of tea and does some school work. After that, I take my breakfast my mother prepares and then walk to school. It takes me about ten minutes to get there. The first class begins at 7:30. After the third class, we have a 20-mintue break, which gives us enough time for some refreshments. After the final class of the day, which ends at 1:30, we get back home. Immediately I take my lunch and have a nap. Then I play football for some time and come back to do my homework and prepare my lessons.

     I spend my evenings in many different ways. Sometimes I go with my friends to the city center and the club to play football or tennis. On some evenings, we go to wander around looking at interesting shops. On the other evenings, I stay in and watch TV. Whatever happens, I go to bed by eleven o'clock at least.

A) Choose the most suitable answer from a, b, c or d:       

1-The passage is mainly about ------ . 
    
a) the writer's school                       



b) the writer's friend
    
c) a day in  the writer's life             



d) a day in  the city center
2- The writer goes to school ------.
 
a) by bicycle               





b) by bus             
c) on foot                





d) by car
3- It takes  the writer ------ minutes to reach his school.     
 a)15                    






b) 30                     
c) 20                           





d) 10
B) Circle the meanings of the underlined words in the passage:

1- The word begins ( line 4 ) means ------.
a) ends                     





b) starts                
c) wakes                






d) takes
2- The word club   ( line 9 ) mean a place where people ------.
a) play sports           





b) see old things.  
c) see animals        






d) live
C) Choose the most suitable answer from a, b, c or d.
1) Why does the writer get up early?  To ------.
a) prepare his breakfast                 


b) play football for some time

c) have a 20-minute break                  

d) pray and do some school work. 

2) Where does the writer watch TV? At ------.
a) school     







b) home    
c) the club    







d) the coffee shop






