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Text 1 

Volunteering is a part of everybody’s civic responsibility.  But what is volunteering?  Are there various ways to volunteer?  What should I volunteer to do?  

These are all good questions to think about when exploring the idea of volunteering. Volunteering, in any capacity, involves one or a group of people doing some type of labor for a charity or other organization.  They key part of volunteering is that it is done free of charge.  That’s right, for FREE!!  If volunteering was done for pay, it would be a job. Volunteering should be done for no other reason that to do something good for the sake of doing good.  

When deciding to volunteer, it is a good idea to consider ones skills and decide how those skills can be used properly in volunteering.  Are you good at working with your hands?  Then maybe volunteering to build a home or some other object might be good for you.  Are you good with computers?  There are many charities that could use a person for various computer jobs.  Basically, decide what you are good at, and then use those skills where they are needed.

The following texts are examples of several different types of volunteering.  They have specific skills.  Read them and decide if you could do one of these types of volunteering.

Skills-based volunteering
Skills-based volunteering is volunteering in a specific trained area. This is in contrast to traditional volunteering, where specific training is not required. A few good examples are working with your hands, computer skills, language skills, banking skills, and so on. The average hour of traditional volunteering is worth between $18–20 an hour. Skills-based volunteerism is valued at $40–500 an hour depending on the market value of the time. What can you do that is skilled based volunteering?
Virtual-volunteering
Virtual volunteering, also sometimes called as eVolunteering, online volunteering or micro-volunteering, is a term describing a volunteer who completes tasks away (at home for example) from the organization being assisted, using the Internet and a work computer or other Internet-connected device, such as a PDAs or smartphone. Virtual volunteering is also known as cyber service, telementoring, and teletutoring, and various other names. Virtual volunteering is similar to telecommuting, except that, instead of online employees who are paid, these are online volunteers who are not paid.  Now think about your skills in this area.  Could you do some virtual-volunteering?
Environmental-volunteering
Environmental volunteering refers to volunteers who contribute towards environmental management. Volunteers conduct a range of activities including environmental monitoring, ecological restoration such as re-vegetation and weed removal, and educating others about the natural environment.  Surely you could do this, right?  All you need is two hands and a good work attitude.
MULTIPILE CHOICE
1) Which example is an example of Environmental volunteering?

a. cleaning a park

b. cleaning an oil spill

c. helping old people

d. helping students study for an exam

e. both a and b

f. none of the above

2) Which is an example of virtual volunteering?

a.   Donating money online to a charity

b.   Doing homework on the internet

c.   I don’t know

d.   Both (a) and (b)

3) Which is an example of skill based volunteering?

a.  Cleaning a park

b.  Cleaning up an oil spill

c. A house builder building a house for the poor

d. None of the above.

4)     Teaching others about the natural environment is an example of

a.  Virtual volunteering

b. Environmental volunteering
c. Skill based volunteering

d. None of the above

5) Virtual volunteering is also known as cyber service, telementoring, and teletutoring, and _____________other names.   
a.  Various

b.   Several

c. Many

d. A few
6) Virtual volunteering is similar to telecommuting, except that, instead of ______ ________ who are paid, these are online volunteers who are not paid.

a.  Regular employees

b.  Several employees

c. online employees

d. none of the above

7)   The average hour of traditional volunteering is valued by the Independent Sector at between _________ an hour.  

a.  $18–20

b.  $40-50

c.  18-20 drhms

d.  None of the above

8)   ______________________________ refers to volunteering in which the volunteer is specifically trained in the area they are volunteering in.
a. Virtual volunteering

b. General volunteering

c. Both (a) and (b)

d. None of the above

9)     ____________ volunteerism is valued at $40–500 an hour depending on the market value of the time.

a.  Virtual

b.  General
c. Skills-based

d. All the above

10)      Which type of volunteering would be the easiest to do from your own home?
a.  Virtual volunteering

b. Skill based volunteering

c.  Environmental volunteering

11) In your own words, describe environmental volunteering. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12) In your own words, what is Virtual volunteering? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
13) Why is Volunteerism important in a society?  Please use examples to back up your opinion.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Citizenship in Schools

Being that you are already in high school, you are familiar by now with the different types of subjects that are offered to high school students.  There are the usual classes, like math, science, history, language arts, and physical education.

But did you know that there are different types of subjects in other countries that you may not know about?  For example, did you know a student can take word working in the USA?  In Canada students can take a class on fur trading!  It’s true!

But what about citizenship as a class?  You have studied citizenship this year in English class, but what if it was offered as a class all by itself?

Below are examples of how different countries in the world teach citizenship. It really is different from country to country as you will soon read.

As you already know, citizenship is the state of being a citizen of a particular social, political, or national community. Everybody in the world is a citizen somewhere.

Citizenship status, carries with it both rights and responsibilities. "Active citizenship" is the idea that citizens should work towards the betterment of their community through economic participation, public service, volunteer work and other such efforts to improve life for all citizens.  So now we know what exactly citizenship is.  But how is it being taught in high schools in the world?

Citizenship has been introduced as a subject of the National Curriculum in England. Some state schools offer an examination in this subject; all state schools have a requirement to report student's progress in Citizenship. 

Citizenship is not offered as a normal General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) course in many schools throughout the world. Only some schools offer this subject as a course, and this is usually not a mandatory subject. Some schools may even give students an option, whether to study Citizenship or not.  All 14-16 year-olds must study Citizenship in England, but there are no exams, few assessments and is quite a different subject. Most advanced students may also study citizenship at the age of 11-12.

Citizenship is not taught as a subject in Scottish (Scotland) schools; however they do teach a subject called "Modern Studies" which covers the social, political and economic study of local, national and international issues. But actually teaching citizenship, well, it just doesn’t happen.

It is taught in the Republic of Ireland as an exam subject. It is known as Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE).

Citizenship is taught as a unit as part of the curriculum in Grade 8 Social Studies in Nova Scotia, Canada.

And in the USA, citizenship is not taught at all, on any level.

MULTIPLE CHOICE
1) Citizenship isn’t taught as a subject in most schools around the world.
          Based on this statement, which is most likely true? 

a. Citizenship is just not important in most countries.

b. It maybe taught, but it is not enough to gain a general certificate of secondary education in most countries.

c. I have no idea

d. All the above are true.

2) _____________ is the state of being a citizen of a particular social, political, or national community.

a.  Citizenship                                                                                 c. Community
b. Volunteering                                                                               d. None of the above
3)  __________________________ is the philosophy that citizens should work towards the betterment of their community through economic participation, public service, volunteer work.

a. Citizenship                                                                                  c Active citizenship

b. Community service                                                                     d. None of the above

4) According to the reading citizenship has been introduced as a subject in what country?

a. USA                                                                                              c. UAE

b. England                                                                                         d. Scotland

5)  Citizenship is not offered as a normal General Certificate of Secondary Education course in _________ schools.

a. A few                                                                                            c. No

b. Many                                                                                             d. Both (a) and (c)

6)  Is citizenship taught as a subject in schools in Scotland?

a. Yes

b.   No

c. Reading does not say

7) Citizenship is taught in Grade 8 Social Studies where?

a. Canada                                                                                        b. America

b. UAE                                                                                            d. Nowhere

8)  Some state schools offer an examination in this subject; all state schools have a statutory requirement to report student's progress in Citizenship.

The above statement is true in which country?

a) England
b) Scotland
c) USA
d) UAE
e) France
9) All ____________ year-olds must study Citizenship, but there are no exams, few assessments and is quite a different subject.

a) 15-17

b) 14-16

c) 11-12

d) None of the above

10)   Most _________ students may also study citizenship at the age of 11-12.

a. Advanced

b. Average

c. All

d. Below average

SHORT ANSWERS
1) What is Active Citizenship? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)  How is citizenship taught in Republic of Ireland? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Citizenship is not taught in many schools in the world.  Why do you think that is true?   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Grade 11 mock exam.   Writing.               

You have read about different ways you can volunteer.  Volunteering is a big part of civic responsibility.   So now that you know about different ways to volunteer, decide which way of volunteering would best be suited for you and your skills. Write about it in the space below.  Also, be sure to say what type of volunteering it is. (skills based, virtual, environmental.)                                                             
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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