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Text 1.
Dozens of military cadets have signed up at Zayed University as part of a plan to increase the number of officers with degrees. The enrolments come as education authorities seek to attract more men to higher education. Sixty per cent of students at the federal universities are women, raising concerns that the country could lack qualified men for leadership positions. The 83 officer cadets, who have completed six months of military training, will spend up to five years completing foundation courses and bachelor’s degrees at Zayed University’s Abu Dhabi campus.

Most will specialize in information technology and business courses because officials believe they teach the skills needed to manage a modern military. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, has said military officers should be better educated.

In an increasingly hi-tech, mechanized army, education is becoming a necessity. Some officers in the UAE Armed Forces already have degrees, and many have studied overseas. The goal is for all officers to have degrees.

Before beginning a bachelor’s course, most cadets will have to complete the university’s Academic Bridge programme, which includes English and mathematics and lasts up to two years. Their scores in school tests will determine at what level they enter the programme or if they can bypass it.

The majors they enroll in will be subject to the needs of the UAE military. The choices will be made for them by the military. People may wonder why business is included, but the skill set is directly applicable to the role they will be assuming as officers in the modern mechanized army.

The first group of 187 military cadets began courses at a Zayed University campus in Sweihan a year ago before transferring in November to the university’s newly opened male campus in the capital. It was “fabulous” that the military was increasing the education level of officers. As graduates, they would be able to contribute more to society even after completing their military careers.

The lack of men in higher education also raises concerns that they may not realize their potential as leaders in the country. The question is, are they reducing both their own opportunities and the level of contribution they can make to society and the Emirates as a whole.
Questions 1-10 choose one answer and circle it :

1- The number of  men in federal higher education is…………………
a- less than women
b- more than women
c- the same as women
d- 83 men more officers
2- How long will the  foundation courses  last? 
a- 6 months
b-  2 years
c- 5 years
d- a year

3- The officers will specialize in…………………..
a- military education
b- mechanic sciences
c- information technology and business
d- social studies

4- What will be included in the bridge program?
a- Business administration
b- Engineering
c- Commerce
d- English and Maths 

5- The first group of officers had the first courses in ……………
a- Abu Dhabi College
b- in Sweihan Campus
c- Abu Dhabi campus 
d- The UAE armed force headquarter 

6- The school test score is needed from each officer to ………………
a- Graduate from the college
b- Determine  the level they should join
c- Go to Abu Dhabi Campus
d- Manage their business

7- The new campus of Zayed University is in ………………..
a- Abu Dhabi
b- Swueihan
c- Each Emirate
d- Al Ain

8- The word CADETS in paragraph 1 means ……..
a- University students
b- School students
c- Military students 
d- IT programmers
9- Where do all the cadets work ?
a- In the police
b- In Zayed University
c- In abu Dhabi Campus
d- In the UAE armed forces
10- When did this program start ?
a- Last year
b- Six months ago
c- Six years ago
d- Five years ago 

Think and search 

11- Why will the cadet officers study business and IT ?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
12- How will the graduates in this program contribute to their society?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deeper Response
Why do you think there is a decrease in the number of males enrolling in federal  
universities?  Justify ( give reasons ) to your answers 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text 2.

The National Crisis and Emergency Management Authority (NCEMA) and the Takatof Programme for Social Volunteering launched the UAE’s new National Emergency Response Programme, “SANID.”
SANID – meaning “Support” in Arabic – will employ and train volunteers all over the country to respond to national and local emergencies. The organization was launched during the conference on ‘Emergency and Crises Management 2010.
SANID will enable UAE citizens and residents alike to contribute effectively to emergency response efforts – providing them with the knowledge and the skills to protect themselves and their community while reducing the impact of emergency situations as much as possible.
This programme encourages volunteers to develop their skills and acquire valuable knowledge of best international emergency practice, particularly with regard to crisis response and disaster relief. The volunteers will soon be fully equipped to protect individuals and national properties from the negative impact of disastrous events.
SANID unites volunteers’ efforts across the nation, prepares them to deal with emergencies – and trains them to provide first aid and advanced medical services including cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR). SANID volunteers also will be trained on fire control, crowd management, research and rescue methods, and formation of emergency teams.
Volunteers will work alongside, and in support of, existing government organizations engaged in the field of emergency response.
Those aged 18 or over, who are UAE citizens or residents, and have a strong sense of civic responsibility, can volunteer and become members of the new emergency response teams.
The volunteers will be working in a two-level programme. Male and female volunteers so far registered with SANID during the assessment and pilot stage total 790. Of these, 560 are Level One volunteers (emergency response) and 230 are Level Two volunteers (advanced emergency response).

Questions 1-10 choose one answer and circle it :
1- Who can contribute in SANID ?
a- Citizens of the   UAE only
b- Residents in the UAE only
c- Both citizens and residents in the UAE
d- Emergency teams only

2- Volunteers in SANID will respond to emergency ……………..
a-  in UAE and Gulf countries
b-  in Gulf countries
c-  in UAE 
d-  worldwide 


3- What is NOT included in the SANID training programs?
a- First aid
b- Road recovery
c- Fire control
d- Rescue methods

4- How many levels are included in SANID volunteering program?
a- three levels
b- two levels
c- one level only
d- 18 levels

5- To volunteer in SANID you should be?
a- of any age
b- 18 and younger
c- 18 and older
d- 18 only
6- When was SANID started ?
a- 18 years ago
b- in the year 2010
c- before 2010
d- long ago

7- With SANID program volunteers will work ……………
a- alone
b- with international organizations
c- with government organizations 
d- with crowds individuals

8- SANID program will provide volunteers with ………………..
a- knowledge and skills to deal with emergency
b- methods  to centralize emergency
c- protection during emergency
d- money during  disasters

9- SANID will work in…………….
a- the capital only
b- the main cities
c- some areas in UAE
d- in all the UAE 

10- If you volunteer in SANID you will ……………..
a. have to pay for the training
b. work in a conference
c. be a member in the emergency team
d. see negative impact of crises 

Think and search 
11- What activities are included in the SANID training program?
Mention only three.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
12- Why was the SANID program established?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deeper Response

13- Why are many people eager to volunteer in programs like SANID? 
Justify ( give reasons ) to your answers 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________ 
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Write an essay of 150-200 words on the following topic 

“Good citizens have obligations and responsibilities towards the country where they live” How far (To what extent) do you agree to this?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


