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Great white sharks are white underneath, but their top half is dark gray.  This helps great whites blend in with the ocean floor. Female great white sharks can grow to about 15 feet long.  The female sharks are usually bigger than the males. The largest great white shark known was nearly 30 feet long! 
Great white sharks live in warm, shallow water. In the summer they can be found in northern areas of the Atlantic Ocean, like New England and New Jersey. In the winter, the great white sharks migrate south along the east coast to the Gulf of Mexico and the southern Atlantic Ocean

Great whites can be found in warm shallow bays in many countries.

Many great whites are found off the coast of California, where there are many seal colonies on which they can prey for food. 

All sharks are carnivores. They are meat eaters.  Great white sharks will eat almost any kind of meat, alive or dead.  They eat large fish, seals, sea lions, turtles, and even dead whales.  
Some sharks circle their prey before an attack, but the great white shark moves in quickly and without warning. With the first  strike it will stun its prey. With the next bite it tries to kill and eat its victim. The great white is one of the few animals that will attack humans for no reason.
Great whites have very strong jaws and sharp teeth. After awhile, the shark’s teeth become dull from eating. The old teeth fall out and new teeth move up to replace the old teeth. A shark may use more then 29,000 teeth in a lifetime. 

   A young shark may grow a new set of teeth every week. An adult shark replaces its outer set of teeth 7 to 12 times each year. 

A shark’s body is covered with scales. The scales help protect the sharks. A shark’s scales are sharp like teeth. The scales can cut people and other fish. 
The female great white usually gives birth to one or two pups. Her eggs develop into young sharks inside her body. This is different from most fish. Most fish lay hundreds of eggs in the water.  When the pups are born, the mother doesn’t take care of them. But she is careful to give birth in the shallow water where they will not become another shark’s meal

Many great whites are killed every year. But, the great white is now a protected species in California and South Africa.
The great white is a very dangerous animal. You should not bring shiny things in the water. You should not go in the water with a cut. This will attract great whites. 

Even though the great white is a very dangerous animal, we think they should still be protected. 
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