Grade 10 Semester 1, 2008 English READING Examination         


	Grade 
	10

	Date
	                        Dec 2009

	School Name
	Hamza Bin Mutalib Secondary School

	Student Name
	

	
	


[image: image4.jpg]



GRADE 10
ENGLISH

STRAND: READING

MOCK EXAMINATION

[image: image5.jpg]


Instructions and Rules: 

· This exam is 90 minutes long 

· This exam has  24 questions 

· You must attempt all questions 

· Write your answers with a blue or black pen

· Do not communicate to other students or copy work.
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Read text 1 and answer the questions below

TEXT 1
One Language Isn’t Enough
English is a global language; it is used all over the world. The world of business and politics depends on English. In the UAE, most Emiratis do not want to forget their own language, and lose part of their heritage and culture. However, they are aware of the importance of the English language in education.
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All Emirati students take English language classes. Some of them have different ways of learning English which allow them to communicate well in that language. First, many Emirati students come from wealthy families which enable them to hire a private tutor to teach them English. This also gives them a chance to earn higher grades in their exams.  Secondly, most students go to malls and shopping centres where they hear a lot of English. They also spend time with their “English” friends; which also helps to improve their English. In addition, there are many Emiratis who support the idea of learning about other languages and cultures. H. H Sheikh Zayed had a vision and mission of improving the quality of education in the UAE. He said that, “Our education shall become the leading education in the region, embodying the same rigorous standards and intellectual elements found in major institutes throughout the world.” That is why he built many international and local schools, universities, and colleges. He introduced the latest technologies and professional ideas. He encouraged education and made it free of charge. Therefore, Emiratis believe that they have a duty to follow their leader’s footsteps and have faith in his dream. 
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However, there may be serious problems if the business world ever changes to another language such as Spanish or Chinese. All schools, even in the UAE, need to prepare students to face the world with more than just English. Even though the world seems to be learning English, Arabs have a responsibility to learn about the different languages and cultures of their global neighbours. However, they also have the responsibility to save their own culture and identity, which has a history rich in customs and values.
Circle the correct answer [4 marks for each correct answer]

1. What language is this about?
 
a) English 
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b) Americans need to learn foreign languages
c) People around the world study English
d) Tourists can use English when they travel
2. What are some Emiratis afraid of?
a) Losing their ancestors
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b) Losing their tongues
c) Losing their own language
d) Losing their businesses 
3. Why can some students hire private tutors? 
a) Because it is a trend
b) Because they come from wealthy families
c) To teach them how to translate
d) Because they need someone to do their homework
4. What was Sheikh Zayed’s vision?
a) To speak English in his meetings
b) To build 
c) To improve the quality of education
d) To be a good Emirati
Short response answers [mark out of 4 for each]

5. What would happen if the business world changed to another language such as Spanish or Chinese?

6. Why do Emiratis feel it is a duty to follow their leader’s footsteps?

7. Why does English improve by visiting shopping centres and malls?

Longer response answer

8. How can Arabs save their culture and identity?

.
Read text 2 and answer the questions below

TEXT 2
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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The tribe has always been important in UAE society. Tribes lived in places such as deserts, oases, mountains and coastal areas. They followed traditional lifestyles that changed over the centuries but the common thing was how the people adapted to their harsh environment. In the tribe hospitality was a source of honour and pride. A common religion, Islam, also provided the strength that held the people together. 

The largest tribe, the Bani Yas, travelled the sandy areas that covered almost all of Abu Dhabi and Dubai. They were used to wandering great distances with their camels in search of grazing. The whole family moved. Almost all Bani Yas families returned to a home in one of the oasis settlements at certain times of the year. Much valued date gardens were planted in the hollows of huge dunes at Liwa, tapping the water under the sand. 
In Al Ain and other oases the plentiful date gardens were watered by efficient traditional watering systems, bringing water from aquifers in the mountains. In the narrow mountain wadis (valleys), falaj-like watercourses were used to irrigate terraced gardens looked after by extended families during four months in the summer. Eventually, these families encouraged each other to live with other tribal people settling in coastal towns and villages. These people worked very hard and then they discovered oil. 
So the life in the UAE today bears little resemblance to that of 30 or 40 years ago. Nevertheless, there is a deep awareness that the preservation of such a hard-won heritage provides a necessary link to the past and a firm basis to meet the challenges of the future.
Circle the correct answer [4 marks for each correct answer]

9. What has been important in the UAE?

 
a) The camels            

b) The desert          

c) The tribe           

d) The family
10. What type of lifestyles did the Bani Yas tribe have?
a) A special lifestyle
b) A traditional lifestyle
c) An amazing lifestyle
d) A scary lifestyle
     11.  What provided the strength that held the people together?


a) Islam

b) Sheikh Zayed

c) Money

d) Traditions
12.  What is the largest tribe in UAE?

a) Abu Dhabi

b) Dubai

c) Al Ain

d) Bani Yas

Short response answers

13. Why were the tribes accustomed to walking great distances?

14. How were the date gardens watered?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. What provides a firm basis to meet the challenges of the future?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Longer response answer

16.  Why is the culture in the UAE important?

Read text 3 and answer the questions below
TEXT 3
Eating in Arabia
Cooking and eating reflect the Arabian way of life. The food reflects centuries of local culture, art and tradition. They are purely social activities.
 Hospitality is a custom all over the Arab world. Arabs often say, “Offer the guests food to eat even if you are starving”. The purpose of this kindness and good manners is to please. Therefore, one uses the traditional rules of welcoming guests by showing generosity, cheerfulness and consideration. 

When an Arab friend invites you to a meal, he will entertain you warmly and in a friendly way. For him, being able to persuade a friend to stay for lunch is an honour.  It is equally an honour to be a guest. Besides the customary tradition of being kind and welcoming, there is the need for the warmth of personal contact and cheerful company, the desire to congregate in groups and the wish to please. It is common, when preparing food make extra in case an unexpected guest should arrive.

If guests come unexpectedly, the host must never ask why they have come, but receive them with a smiling face and a look of intense pleasure. After a ceremony of greetings, he should express his happiness. The guests should never say right away why they have come, if there is a reason, but first inquire about the family, friends and affairs of his host. The host must treat guests as though he were their servant. To quarrel with them would be a disgrace. He must never ask his guests if they would like food or drink, but provide these automatically insisting that they have them and ignoring repeated refusals.

The first duty of a host is cheerfulness. A host must amuse and entertain, provide light gossip, jokes, and occasionally riddles. Guests, in turn, must also play their role correctly. They are expected to praise the food.
It is customary for uninvited guests, at first, to refuse the food offered, but eventually to give in after being asked repeatedly. Invited guests must never refuse dishes which have already been sampled by others of the company, as this would put them in an uncomfortable position. When guests leave, they must bless their host and speak well of him to others.
Circle the correct answer [4 marks for each correct answer]
17. When does a host feel honoured?
 
a) When the guest eats all his food
b) When the guest says his food is delicious
c) When the able to persuade a friend to stay for lunch
d) When the guest arrives late
18. Which saying about hospitality is mentioned in the passage?
a) Hospitality is rare all over the Arab world
b) Hospitality is a custom all over the Arab world
c) Hospitality is a social activity
d) Hospitality is cooking and eating
19. Why don’t people in the Middle East eat alone?
a) Because they always have guests
b) Because they don’t have jobs
c) Because their families are too big
d) Because they love personal contact and cheerfulness
20. What type of activities are cooking and eating?
a) social activities
b) friendly activities
c) amusing activities
d) painful activities
Short response answers [mark out of 4 for each]

21. How do you know that guests are often uninvited?

22. Why should a guest thank his host and speak well of him?

Longer response answers [mark out of 5 for each]
23. When a guest arrives without warning, what must the guest do?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

24. Why is it important to welcome guests warmly?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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