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First step for future catwalk king
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Ibrahim al Suwaidi in his classroom in Dubai. Randi Sokoloff / The National

ABU DHABI // While many young Emirati men want to become policemen, soldiers or engineers, Ibrahim al Suwaidi has designs on a different future: a career in fashion.

Mr al Suwaidi, 18, has become the first male UAE national to enrol at the Dubai branch of the French fashion school Esmod since it opened three years ago, and he enjoys learning how to work with pencils and sketchbooks.

While it may be unusual for an Emirati man to be interested in fashion design, Mr al Suwaidi said his parents – his father is a retired policeman and his mother is a housewife – had been supportive.

“Since my childhood I’ve liked fashion; since I was 12 or 13,” he said. “In our country, they don’t accept this, that males work in a fashion job, but my parents are open-minded.’’

Indeed, Mr al Suwaidi said his father would have allowed him to study overseas, but the teenager was keen to remain with his mother.

Not everyone is as accepting as Mr al Suwaidi’s parents. While at school, he felt he had to keep quiet about his ambitions, believing his classmates would react badly.

“They would tell me it’s not good. But my friends, my close friends, they supported me.”

Esmod was launched in Dubai International Academic City in 2006 and since then fewer than 10 per cent of the students on the main programme have been men. By contrast, in fashion schools in Europe and North America, men commonly outnumber women.

When he is in the UAE, Mr al Suwaidi usually wears the kandoora, but his favourite clothes are those from 18th-century France. 

And for his own designs, he would like to combine styles from the region with this enthusiasm for period clothes. “I want to invent a new brand, a new Emirates brand, a local brand,” he said. “I will start with dresses, then do T-shirts and jeans and things. . . I will try to mix the Arabic style and the fashion antique style.”

Mr al Suwaidi is not the first national to aspire to a career in the field. Khalid bin Sultan al Qasimi, a son of Dr Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed, the Ruler of Sharjah, is a successful fashion designer who last year set up his own label, Qasimi.
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