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Your Highness: My question is about the national identity of young men and women. We have started to notice, that young men and women wear Western costumes and speak foreign languages. I don’t feel they represent the real Emirati citizen. What is your opinion about this phenomenon? Is our culture and identity at risk? Or are they exceptions that do not reflect the real majority?

Our young men and women are good, and they are loyal and well-connected to the country; they are proud of their national identity. The segment you are talking about is just a minority, limited in number and temporary in its behavior. Even if such behavior lasts for some time, it will come to an end. As for your question about national identity, it is a frequently asked question because the cultural identity is like a living being: it grows, develops, forms a family and gets children. It has its one foundation, just like culture. Their components don’t change, but they grow, develop and get conveyed from a generation to another. It remains alive as long as it is open and capable of interacting and absorbing new variables. In 38 years, since our Federation was formed, we have managed to build a constantly growing Emirati national identity that is deeply rooted in the citizens of the country, whether in the old generations who experienced the establishment of the federation, or in the new generation who were born after the federation was established. As for our Arab and Islamic culture, it is strong and deeply-rooted. It has survived for centuries in the face of huge challenges. I feel this culture has been going through a renewal process for the last few decades and its renewal is a sign of strength and survival.
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