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Until now, the only reason for the presence of a woman on the flight deck of an Etihad Airway's commercial airliner was to inquire whether the pilot wished coffee, tea or fruit juice. With the graduation tomorrow of the airline's first two female pilots from the flight academy in Al Ain, that is all about to change. As we report today, Salma al Baloushi and Aisha al Mansouri are now qualified second officers, and will eventually become fully fledged captains.

There will, of course, be jokes: about arguments with the autopilot over the best route, about flying along a fold in the map, about inbound flights to Abu Dhabi being diverted to Marina Mall because there’s a sale at Chanel. But you will find no such male chauvinism in this newspaper. 

Women in the West find it tough enough to break into predominantly male domains, and here in the Middle East it has traditionally been even more difficult. But these young women have shown that if you have the ambition, the determination and the willingness to work and learn, you can not only break through the glass ceiling, but reach for the sky.
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