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عمــل الطــآآلبــه : عبير عيسى احمـــد
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Introduction 
Deserts are part of a wider classification of regions that, on an average annual basis, have a moisture deficit (i.e. they can potentially lose more than is received). Deserts are located where vegetation cover is sparse to almost nonexistent
Deserts take up about one third of the Earth's land surface.[1] Hot deserts usually have a large diurnal and seasonal temperature range, with high daytime temperatures, and low nighttime temperatures (due to extremely low humidity).

Body 
What is Desart?
A desert is a landscape or region that receives very little precipitation. Deserts can be defined as areas that receive an average annual precipitation of less than 250 mm
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Animals: When most people think of the desert, they think of camels, snakes and lizards as being the only animals that live in the desert. Really, there are many more animals living in the desert. There are coyotes, foxes, peccaries, tarantulas, scorpions, ring tailed cats, antelope, skunks, mule deer, boars, and in some places, lions and elephants. There is an abundance of small animals that support the deserts population of hawks, falcons, owls, roadrunners, buzzards, and eagles. Wood peckers make their homes in the large cacti. 
Here in the Oregon desert, you can find bobcats and chipmunks and woodchucks among the sycamores. Most of the animals that live in the deserts have adapted to the desert life very well. All desert dwellers have adapted to conserve water, food and energy. The camel is an example. The camel is one of the best survivors in the desert. The camel stores fat in its hump. Camels have long legs to keep the sands heat away and long hair to keep the cold desert nights warmer. Some animals have special eyelids that they can see through to keep the sand out during a sand storm. No matter what the animal, each one has a special adaptation.
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Plants: Plant life in the desert is scarce, but there are more plants living here than you would expect. For example two of the most popular desert plants are the ocotillo which is a leafy green plant that produces flowers. The other one is the saguaro cactus which was named Arizona's state flower. Plants in the desert are forced to make many adaptions in order to survive in this dry, hot land. Some adaptions are when rain falls they sprout at that moment, bloom quickly, ripen their seed in a few days, then whither and die. Other plants depend on underground water. Most plants have developed roots that grow up to 80 ft. long. The Cactus also survives because it has a thick waxy layer on the outside of its stems and leaves. This helps to retain water and protect tissues from intense sunlight. Other plants store water in their fleshy stems or leaves and are called succulents. The Desert plants are of great importance to the animals of the desert. They find most of their food and water from plants. Dew left on plants, and salt which helps the plant take in water, are vital sources of life. The whisker cactus provides food for insects. Goats also feed on a small cactus called the "Living Rock." It grows among rocks to camouflage itself as to avoid being eaten by hungry animals. 
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Health concerns: There are many health concerns in the desert. A person who is traveling through the desert can suffer through many hardships, such as sunburns, sand storms, dehydration, snake bites and much more. If you ever travel to the desert, you should bring a ton of water with you. Water can mean the difference between life and death. Sunstoke can be prevented by drinking plenty of water. If you are ever stuck in the desert without water, some cacti, like the barrel or compass (a cactus that always leans to the south west) have water inside of them. Don't ever drink alcoholic beverages in the desert. It can cause water loss too. If you ever find someone who is suffering from dehydration, take them to the nearest shade, give them water, tend to their needs, and get help as soon as possible. 
Snake bites are another concern in the desert. If walking or camping in the desert, have a snake bite kit with you. Keep an eye out for snakes and steer clear of them. If you or anybody gets bit by a snake, keep yourself and the victim calm. Do not allow the victim to move around because it will cause the heart to beat faster, thus spreading the poison further. Get help as soon as possible. 

Sunburn in the desert is prevented by putting on sunscreen. If you do not have sunscreen, use mud, or put on covering clothes. If you have a sunburn, look around for the aloevera plant. Rub the stuff on your burn to give relief to the burn. 

Conclusion
There are three main, interlinked causes of hot deserts. 

· The formation of the subtropical high-pressure belt. 

· The rain shadow effect in the belt of easterly trade winds. 

· The effect of the cold currents off the west coast of the continents at these latitudes.

Summary 
The desert is dry, barren, hot, and silent. Not a drop of water for months. If the desert is so hostile, then how can living things survive. A desert is defined as an area that gets little precipitation, generally less than 10 inches (250 mm) per year. Although deserts are perceived as lifeless areas, most deserts have high biodiversity. Most of the organisms have adapted various means of conserving water, from sophisticated storage mechanisms as in many plants, to methods for avoiding the heat of the day as in most higher organisms.
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