Theme five 

Ball      balled, balling, balls 

· If they all worked, every golfer would be driving the ball about a quarter of a mile. 

· The goalkeeper had to react quickly again to smother the dropped ball. 

· Did you go to the Summer Ball last year? 

· Then there was a great ball of fire about 300ft into the air. 

· I decided to set the ball rolling (start something) and got up to dance. 

Beach      beached, beaching, beaches 

· We spent the day on the beach. 

· The boat had been beached (= been pulled or forced out of the water) near the rocks. 

· The hotel is air-conditioned and offers a complimentary shuttle bus to the nearby Equador beach. 

· At one point they also passed a beached whale squirming in the desert. 

Film      filmed, filming, films, filmy 

· I hate people talking while I'm watching a film. 

· What's your favorite film? 

· Most of the scenes were filmed in a studio. 

· Filming was halted after the lead actor became ill. 

· A passer-by recorded the incident on film.. 

Hobby      hobbies 

· When she isn't modeling, Sonya's hobbies include hang-gliding, aerobics and scuba-diving. 

· Ben's hobby is restoring vintage motorcycles. 

· I don't have hobbies  hobbies cost money. Interests are quite free. 

Magazine      magazines 

· Morse turned to the colorful cover, then placed the magazine back casually into the door-pocket. 

· It takes several years before a magazine starts to break even or make money. 

· Have you checked out the advertisements in the magazines lately? 

· I got two cooking magazines in the mail yesterday. 

· I'd been researching an article for an historical magazine. 

News      newspaper, newspapers, newsworthy 

· A newsworthy scientific advance. 

· Nothing newsworthy ever happens around here. It's so boring. 

· The news that Madge had resigned took everyone by surprise. 

· First the doctor told me the good news: I was going to have a disease named after me. 

· People everywhere confuse what they read in newspapers with news. 

· The man who reads nothing at all is better educated than the man who reads nothing but newspapers. 

· All successful newspapers are ceaselessly querulous and bellicose. 

· Newspapers are unable, seemingly to discriminate between a bicycle accident and the collapse of civilization. 

· Conceived in scandal and reared in scurrility, the Herald matured into a newspaper. 

· If he possessed a principle it was to provoke news as well as to report it. 

Play      played, playing, plays, player, playable, play-like, playful, playfully, players, plaything, playthings 

· You play tennis, don't you Sam? 

· Two of the team weren't playing because they were injured. 

· They're not arguing in earnest, they're just playing. 

· Tim was playing the piano. 

· I played a trick on her and pretended we'd eaten all the food. 

· Most schools usually put on a play (= perform a play) at Christmas. 

· Stop playing around and get on with your homework! 

· When I played back our conversation, I realized I hadn't made myself clear. 

· The government have tried to play down (make little of) the seriousness of the incident. 

· We've been playing around with ideas for a new TV show. 

· We don't stop playing because we grow old we grow old because we stop playing. 

· Dez likes football but he plays dirty. (cheats) 

· Using computers nowadays is child's play (easy) compared to how difficult they were to use twenty years ago. 

· If you play your cards right, (behave correctly) you could make quite a lot of money out of this. 

· Play it cool - don't let them know how much you need the money. 

· Don't play stupid with me - I'm better at it! 

· I didn't like the play, but then I saw it under adverse conditions - the curtain was up 

· A book that furnishes no quotations is no book - it is a plaything. 

Program    programmed, programming, programs, programmable, programmer 

· The program lasted more than two hours. 

· He proposed an elaborate program of public works. 

· The program required several hundred lines of code. 

· She programmed the computer to calculate the rate of exchange in twelve currencies. 

· It's my favorite TV program - I never miss an episode. 

· I looked in the program to find out the actor's name. 

· The National Energy Program seeks to reverse the trend towards growing imports. 

· Programs that pay farmers not to farm often devastate rural areas 

Show      \showed, shown, showed, showing, shows, showy 

· You should show that rash to your doctor. 

· She showed her photographs at the gallery. 

· I don't know how he can show his face here after the way he spoke to my brother. 

· Does this fireplace work or is it just for show? 

· I do not know how to show my thanks for all your help. 

· The diagram shows how to fit the pieces together. 

· Your writing shows you can be a good writer. 

· I've been working for hours, and I've got nothing to show for it. 

· Could you show me the way to the post office? 

· My barometer shows a change in the weather is coming. 

Sport      sported, sporting, sports, sportsman, sportsmanlike, sportsmanship, sportsperson, sporty 

· Football, cricket and hockey are all team sports. 

· The front of the car sported a German flag. 

· He'll be remembered both as a brilliant footballer and as a true sportsman. 

· The best and fastest way to learn a sport is to watch and imitate a champion 

swimming

Swim      swam, swum, swimming, swims, swimmer 

· We spent the day on the beach but it was too cold to go swimming. 

· Her ambition is to swim (across) the English Channel. 

· I swam two miles this morning. 

Theater      theaters, theatrical, theatricality, theatre, theatricalness, theatrically 

· When we're in town we always go to the theatre (=go to see a play). 

· His summation was a great piece of courtroom theater. 

· The security men at the Tower Theater are trying to bone up on what to expect later on. 

· There's a season of Bergman films on at our local movie theater. 

· The current system of theatrical releases lends itself to winner-take-all releases. 

· The movie is available in its R-rated theatrical cut or an unrated version. 

· I think of my work as having some theatricality to it. 

· His reading has a great dramatic flair, to the point of theatricality. 

Turn      turned, turning, turns 

· The Earth turns on its axis once every 24 hours. 

· The wheels started to turn round. 

· Turn the steering wheel as quickly as you can. 

· She turned the door knob and quietly opened the door. 

· Give the screw a couple of turns to make sure it's tight. 

· He turned on his heel (= turned quickly to face the opposite direction) and left the room. 

· We watched until the car had turned (= gone round) the corner. 

· Now turn to (= open the book at) page 23 and look at the first paragraph. 

· By the end of September, the leaves have started to turn (= become brown). 

· The situation took a nasty turn and the police were called. 

· She skillfully turned the conversation away from so unpleasant a subject. 

· Worry turned his hair gray. 

· He turned his mind to practical matters. 

· His son just turned four. 

· He turned the idea over a couple of times before acting on it. (ponder) 

· He turned a huge profit on the sale. (earned) 

· He turned his ankle. (wrenched) 

· The question turns on this point. (depends) 

· He turned to the study and practice of medicine. 

· The leaves began to turn in October. (change color 

· Turn back the page to keep the place. (fold) 

· The Marine Corps turned him down. (refused) 

· She promptly turned him in to the police. 

· I never turn in before eleven o'clock. (go to bed) 

· The caterpillar turned into a butterfly. (changed) 

· Turn off the highway on the dirt road. 

· You could see him turn off as the speaker droned on. (stop listening) 

· She turned on the charm and won him over. 

· The motor turned over without any trouble. (started) 

· After the storm we 'turned to' and cleaned up the debris. (began to work) 

· Let's wait and see what turns up. (happens) 

· She turned up at the last moment. (arrived) 

· I'm sure your watch will turn up eventually. (be recovered) 

· About a mile ahead, you'll come to a turn in the road. (bend) 

· The conversation took an interesting turn. (direction) 

· He once did her a good turn. (favor) 

· He gave the story a new turn. (twist) 

· It certainly gave me quite a turn to see him. (shock) 

· We met with kindness at every turn. (constantly) 

· They did their shopping and cleaning by turns. (alternately) 

· He spoke out of turn and destroyed the cordial atmosphere of the meeting. (imprudently) 

Watch      watched, watching, watches, watchful, watchman 

· She watched the rain as it trickled down the window. 

· He'll have to watch his step if he wants to keep that job of his! 

· Grandmother is watching the children. 

· Jack bought Elaine a gold watch for Christmas. 

· Watch it (=be careful), you nearly knocked my head off with that plank! 

· To 'watch your step' is to be very careful about how you behave. 

· To 'watch your back' is to be careful that the people around you do nothing to harm you. 

· The prince has two bodyguards watching over (protect) him every hour of the day. 

· Under the watchful eye of their mother, the two boys played on the shore. 

· Slowly and watchfully they walked around the perimeter of the clearing. 

· The probability of someone watching you is proportional to the stupidity of your action. 

· Either this man is dead or my watch has stopped. 

Cycle      cycled, cycling, cycles, cycling, cyclist, cyclical 

· A year constitutes a cycle of the seasons. 

· Sunspots increase and decrease in intensity in an 11-year cycle. 

· Her moods change in cycles. 

· We did a lot of cycling in France last year. 

· Changes in the economy have followed a cyclical pattern. 

Equip      equipped, equipping, equips, equipment 

· The queen ordered that the ship's equipage be brought aboard. 

· It's going to cost $4 million to equip the hospital. 

· All the police officers were equipped with shields to defend themselves against the rioters. 

· Their schools are very poorly equipped. 

· Many consider him the leader best equipped to be prime minister. 

· Not being a specialist in the subject I don't feel very well-equipped to answer such questions. 

Point      pointed, pointing, points, pointy, pointer, pointless, pointedly, pointedness 

· We were at the point of finishing the agreement. 

· What's the point of doing this? 

· She pointed her finger at me. 

· He pointed, all the time he was speaking, to the hut where the Fox lay hidden. 

· To 'point the way' is to show how something can be done better in the future. 

· This booklet gives some useful pointers on what to expect when you arrive. 

· To 'stretch a point' means to make a claim which goes beyond what is true. 

· To 'be beside the point' means to be unconnected to the subject that is being discussed. 

· Two bullets were fired into the car at 'point-blank' (very close) range. 

· What you say is true, but you've missed the point of my argument. 

· Without geometry, life is pointless 

Ride      \rode, ridden, riding, rides 

· I ride my bike to work. 

· She taught me to ride (= to ride a horse). 

· I've told her not to ride the subway at night. 

· Can I give you a ride to the station? 

· He's gone out for a ride on his bike. 

· There was $600,000 riding on the outcome of the deal. 

· The government seem confident that they'll ride out the storm (survive). 

· Be careful or he'll take you for a ride (cheat you). 

· They accused the government of riding roughshod over (ignoring) parliamentary procedure. 

Run      ran, run, running, runs, runner 

· They ran for the bus and got there just in time. 

· Run over to the barn for some tools. 

· Hugh runs five miles a day. 

· I've got to run now (= hurry away) because I'm late for my appointment. 

· If you run an errand, you do a small job such as buying or delivering things in the neighborhood. 

· The Japanese took that technology and ran with it (= worked at it so that it produced something). 

· He eats on the run (= while busy), downing an apple in his car. 

· I am always running about, looking for my glasses. 

· Running is a very popular form of exercise. 

· He has the run of the house. 

Score      scored, scoring, scores, scorer 

· He lived to be three score years and ten (=until he was 70 years old). 

· In American football, a touchdown scores (=is worth) six points. 

· I guess you'll be safe on that score. 

· After a scoreless first half, United went on to win 2-0. 

· It's time these old scores were forgotten. 

· To know the score is know all the important facts in a situation. 

· To score brownie points is to get praise or approval for something you have done. 

· The new product scored with the public. 

· Scores of people were at the dance. 

· He tried to blame the victim but his success on that score was doubtful. 

Serve      served, serving, serves, service, server, servant 

· What possible purpose do eyebrows serve, I wonder? 

· After he'd served his apprenticeship he found work overseas. 

· This table serves as a desk. 

· The only trouble with this café is that the service is so slow. 

· The quantities given in the recipe should be enough for four servings. 

· The battleship has been in service (=used) since 1965. 

· If the master is easy, the servant will be slack. 

· He too serves a certain purpose who only stands and cheers. 

· It is a history of wickedness that has served to corrupt and brutalize mankind. 

Team      teamed, teaming, teams, teamwork 

· It was a real team effort - everyone contributed something to the success of the project. 

· Only good team work will enable us to get the job done on time. 

· The voice came from one of the mortar team over by the orchard wall. 

· Teamwork is essential for those who need to blame someone else. Theme Theme   heme  six 
Court      
courted, courting, courts 

Part of Speech:

noun/verb

Definition:

An open space adjacent to a building. A place where legal cases are heard. The official home of a queen or king. / To seek the favor or affections of.

Synonyms:

yard, compound, tribunal / tempt, romance

Example Sentences:

· The lack of evidence means that the case is unlikely to go to court. 

· She's threatening to take me to court for not paying the bill on time. 

· You really should go and see the lovely medieval court in the castle. 

· He quickly lost his popularity at court. 

· Adams is being courted by a number of football clubs. 

· She courts publicity by inviting journalists to extravagant parties. 

· She is likely to be court-martialled for disobeying her commanding officer. 

· My lawyer wants to settle out of court. 

· They were penalized for having too many players on the court. 

· Adams is being courted by a number of football clubs. 

· Drinking and driving is simply courting disaster. 

· It's up to you what to do - the ball is in your court now. 

Hit      


hit, hitting, hits, hitter 

Part of Speech:

verb/noun

Definition:

To deliver a blow to. To collide with. To cause to experience suddenly. To reach a point in time, or a certain state or level. / A collision or impact. A successful or popular venture. A murder.

Synonyms:

strike, belt, chop, knock, punch, sock

Example Sentences:

· This type of glass won't shatter no matter how hard you hit it. 

· She hit her thumb with the hammer. 

· That new shelf in the bathroom is too low - I just hit my head on it. 

· I scored a hit on my second shot. 

· She hit the winning basket. 

· It finally hit him that she might be his long-lost sister. 

· She hit 40 on her last birthday. 

· Their slugger hasn't been hitting lately. 

· The storm hit without warning. 

· I just can't hit (= sing) those high notes like I used to. 

· The thermometer hit 100 degrees. 

· An interesting idea hit her. 

· That song was his first hit and marked the beginning of his career. 

· It has all the earmarks of a Mafia hit. 

· We hit Detroit by noon. 

Indoor      


indoors 

Part of Speech:

adjective

Definition:

Happening, used or situated inside a building.

Synonyms:

interior, internal

Example Sentences:

· Oliver races his go-kart at indoor tracks near his home. 

· Come indoors, it's cold outside. 

· He is an occasional golfer and plays indoor football during the winter. 

Net      


netted, netting, nets 

Part of Speech:

noun/verb

Definition:

A meshed network of fibers used to entrap. / To bring in or yield as profit.

Synonyms:

mesh, web, lace / gain, profit

Example Sentences:

· She netted (=earned) £10 million (for herself) from the sale of her company. 

· Dolphins often get tangled in the nets that are used to catch tuna fish. 

· The living-room windows have net curtains which let in sunlight but stop passers-by looking in from the street. 

· Mark's netted himself a top job with an advertising company. 

Win      


won, winning, wins, winner, winnable 

Part of Speech:

verb/noun

Definition:

To achieve first position or get a prize in a competition or competitive situation. To achieve success in an effort. / A victory in a race, contest or other competition.

Synonyms:

victory, achievement, triumph, conquest

Example Sentences:

· Which year was it that Italy won the World Cup? 

· He won first prize in the raffle. 

· Who's winning? 

· This is the third medal she's won this season. 

· Who won the men's finals in the tennis? 

· They won the war, although it cost them millions of lives. 

· If this government win the next election, I'm leaving the country. 

· Everyone likes winning an argument. 

· It was his goal that won us the match. 

· Winning isn't everything, it's the only thing. 

Game      


games, gamely, gameness 

Part of Speech:

noun/adjective

Definition:

Something done for amusement. A calculated strategy. Wild animals hunted. / Willing to do things that are risky.

Synonyms:

pastime, plan, quarry, prey / plucky, intrepid

Example Sentences:

· She gamely played on, in spite of her injury. 

· It was a difficult challenge, but Roberta was game. 

· She's game for anything. 

· I'll look after the baby, he said gamely (= bravely). 

· I saw through their game from the very beginning. 

· I spent a little over a fortnight on a private game reserve in the province of Quebec. 

· The grizzly bear undoubtedly comes in the category of dangerous game. 

· It's never just a game when you're winning. 

Land      


landed, landing, lands, landless, landmark 

Part of Speech:

noun/verb

Definition:

An area of ground. The surface of the Earth that is not sea. A country. / To cause to touch down upon a surface. To bring about.

Synonyms:

ground, earth, region, nation / dock, light, acquire, secure, get, obtain

Example Sentences:

· It is cheaper to drill for oil on land than at sea. 

· We should land in Madrid at 7 a.m. 

· He managed to land the helicopter on the cliff. 

· She landed flat on her back. 

· He's just landed a new job at an agency in London. 

· He landed in jail not long after the burglary. 

· We want to buy a plot of land to build a house. 

· She's really landed on her feet (got a good situation) with this new job. 

· Many Mexicans regard the United States as a land of milk and honey (a place of great opportunity). 

· The jet crash-landed and burst into flames. 

Objective      


objectively, objectiveness 

Part of Speech:

adjective

Definition:

Having reality or tangible existence independent of the observer. Not influenced by personal prejudice or feelings.

Synonyms:

unbiased, neutral, impartial, unprejudiced, fair.

Example Sentences:

· It's an admirably objective and impartial report. 

· Science is usually concerned only with objective facts that can be proved or disproved. 

· Can the sales force achieve its financial objectives? 

Piece      


pieced, piecing, pieces 

Part of Speech:

noun/verb

Definition:

A part of something. A single item of a particular type. An instance. A declaration of one`s opinions or findings. / To join or unite the parts of.

Synonyms:

part, fragment, portion, scrap, specimen

Example Sentences:

· You better cut the pizza in four pieces because I'm not hungry enough to eat six. 

· The vase lay on the floor in pieces (= broken into small parts). 

· Did you read that piece (= article) in the newspaper? 

· He was carrying a piece (a gun) when he was arrested. 

· A conversation piece is an unusual object which causes people to start talking. 

· A museum piece is something that is very old-fashioned and should no longer be used. 

· The ancient skull of Peking Man has been pieced together from fragments. 

· We want to sell the business in one piece. 

· The exam was a piece of cake (easy). 

· To give someone 'a piece of your mind' is to speak angrily about something they have done wrong. 

· That old car is a museum piece - you should get a new one. (very old fashioned) 

· The ancient skull of Peking Man has been pieced together from fragments. 

· I'm going down the road a piece. (a distance) 

· When he flunked out of medical school he went to pieces. (lost control) 

· I decided to speak my piece whether they liked it or not. (express an opinion) 

· He pieced the story together after a lot of effort. (gathered the information) 

· I never met a piece of chocolate I didn't like. 

· What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason, how infinite in faculty. 

Take      


taker, took, taken, taking, takes, takeover, taker 

Part of Speech:

verb/noun

Definition:

To remove something, especially without permission. To move something. To accept or have. To need. To do or perform. To assume for oneself.

Synonyms:

accommodate, admit, adopt, appropriate, assume, behave, bring

Example Sentences:

· Has anything been taken (= stolen)? 

· Here's your pen, I took it by mistake. 

· The weather forecast said rain, so take your umbrella with you when you go out. 

· Do they take credit cards here? 

· Do you take milk in your tea? 

· I've been very busy recently. Take last week, I had meetings on four evenings. 

· I could have taken him for (= believed that he was) your brother. 

· I put an ad in the paper to sell my bike but I haven't had any takers. 

· He took my arm and led me outside. 

· Will you take me swimming tomorrow? 

· Take care to get what you like or you will be forced to like what you get. 

Catch      


caught, catching, catches, catcher 

Part of Speech:

verb/noun

Definition:

To take hold To capture or grab after pursuit. To discover and surprise suddenly. / A grasp.

Synonyms:

take, seize, grab, capture

Example Sentences:

· Try to catch the ball. 

· I think I've caught a cold. 

· The sudden attack caught the guards napping. 

· I'm sorry, I didn't quite catch what you said. 

· Don't try to talk, sit down and 'catch your breath' (breath slowly). 

· Will Asian industry ever catch up with (=reach the standard of) American innovations? 

· He was 'caught red-handed' (in the act) taking money from the till. 

· A sudden movement caught my eye. 

· Let's go for a coffee - I need to catch up on all the gossip. 

Choice      


choices, choicely, choiceness, choose, chosen 

Part of Speech:

noun/adjective

Definition:

An act of selecting. One that is chosen. One of two or more alternatives. / Of high quality.

Synonyms:

pick, selection, option, alternative / excellent

Example Sentences:

· He is my choice for the best actor of the year. 

· I had no choice in the matter. 

· All the books looked so interesting, I didn't know which one to choose. 

· The firm's directors chose Emma to be the new production manager. 

· He had no choice but to accept (= He had to accept). 

· The evening menu offers a wide choice of dishes. 

· To think is an act of choice. 

· I had the most expensive dish on the menu - a choice fillet of fish. 

· It's a case of Hobson's choice, (only one choice) because if I don't agree to their terms, I'll lose my job. 

· Always, was an odd choice of word, denoting a great length of time. 

Divide      


divided, dividing, division, divisional, divisive, divisiveness 

Part of Speech:

verb/noun

Definition:

To separate into parts or factions. To share equally. / A ridge of land.

Synonyms:

separate, split, apportion, partition, ridge

Example Sentences:

· Divide the pastry into four equal parts. 

· This path marks the dividing line between my land and my neighbor's. 

· It was as big as a mountain, with horns on its head, and hoofs divided in two. 

· Manchester United are currently top of the first division. 

· The Vietnam War was an extremely divisive issue in the US. 

· When you divide 21 by 7, 7 is the divisor. 

· To 'divide and conquer' is to cause your opponent to split his forces so it is easier to defeat them

Rule      


ruled, ruling, rules, ruler 

Part of Speech:

noun/verb

Definition:

A law that governs conduct. What is usual. / To exert authority over. To be pervasive. To decide officially.

Synonyms:

law, habit, reign / govern, dominate, decide

Example Sentences:

· As a rule, we stay home on Sundays. 

· If you broke the rule, you're going to be punished for it. 

· In this office, hard work is the rule, not the exception. 

· The judge ruled that the defendant be taken back to Virginia. 

· This area was under Polish rule until the start of World War II. 

· To “rule out” is to stop considering something as a possibility. 

· As 'a general rule' (= Usually), we don't allow children in here. 

· In that family it is the grandma who 'rules the roost' (makes the decisions). 

· 'To rule with an iron fist' is to control a group of people very firmly including everything they do. 

· Each problem that I solved became a rule which served afterwards to solve other problems. 

· The first method for estimating the intelligence of a ruler is to look at the men he has around him. 

Stone      


stoned, stoning, stones, stone-like, stony 

Part of Speech:

noun/verb

Definition:

A lump or mass of hard consolidated mineral matter. A precious mineral. A hard seed or pit. A unit of weight that equals 14 pounds. / To hurl or throw stones at.

Synonyms:

boulder, cobblestone, crag, crust, earth, gravel, lava, lodge

Example Sentences:

· They cut enormous blocks of stone out of the hillside. 

· Some demonstrators were arrested for throwing stones at the police. 

· Rioters set up barricades and stoned police cars. 

· She gave me a stony glare as I walked into the room. 

· Most of her comments were met with a stony silence. 

· A rolling stone gathers no moss. 

Try      


tried, trying, tries 

Part of Speech:

verb/noun

Definition:

To attempt to do something. To do, test, taste something to discover if it works or if you like it. / An attempt or effort.

Synonyms:

attempt, seek, test, sample, judge

Example Sentences:

· I tried to open the window but couldn't. 

· Try not to drop anything this time. 

· I tried that recipe you gave me last night. 

· He tried the door, but the handle was broken. 

· Why don't you try using a different shampoo? 

· You can improve if you try. 

· She tried on four dresses before making a choice. 

· She suggested I should have a try. 

· These are the times that try men's souls. 

